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lowa Library Commission 


OBJECT: To aid in the establishment and de- 
velopment of free and other public libraries in the 
State of lowa. 


MEMBERS 
JoHNSON BrRIGHAM, Chairman, Des Moines. 
De. WattTer A. Jessup, Iowa City. 
AcNes SAMUELSON, Des Moines 
Mrs. D. S. Humeston, Albia. 
A. M. Derog, Des Moines 
Mrs. H. H. Tevrorp, Mount Ayr. 


Jvuua A. Ropinson, Secretary. 


sult from seeing, hearing and meeting 
some of the outstanding thinkers and 
workers in our profession should kindle 
fresh enthusiasm. The lectures and dis- 
cussions should broaden our vision and 
give practical suggestions so that our 
libraries may become more vital in the 
lives of the people of our communities. 
Of course it is a personal pleasure 
to be here, but if there is no correspond- 
ing contribution made in our winter’s 


y the conference s fai in i 
HELEN ATEN, Reference Libr Of, rence has failed in its 
HIBRABY, Orde Purpose as far as we are personally 


Lau S. WiLson, Librarian, 
Orrice—State Historical Building, Des Moines. 








President’s Message* 
The two years in whiclLK WER Xr AF 


by this office have been different from 
the ordinary bienniums in that the regu- 
lar annual conferences have taken un- 
usual forms. In 1932 Iowa was the en- 
tertaining state when Kansas, Minne- 
sota, Missouri, and Nebraska joined us 
in Des Moines for a Regional Conference 
of the A. L. A. In 1933, our October 
convention is compressed into this one 
session at the Annual conference of the 
American Library Association. 


_When the vote was taken at the spring 
district meetings, the sentiment was so 
strong for the Chicago session that the 

ecutive Board had no alternative. The 
hope is that the advantages of attending 
the larger meeting, many for the first 
time, will more than compensate for the 
of the more intimate contacts of the 
Separate state gathering. The increased 
interest and renewed spirit that will re- 


*Given at the Iowa . Libra Association dinner 
cago, October 17, 1933. , 
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concerned. 
93M he wealth of inspiration that is of- 
fered by the general and sectional pro- 
Gi s dhe attractions of the city, and 
¥ of the Century of Progress ex- 
hibition are most bewildering. It is 
difficult to choose wisely. Remember 
that there is a limit to your physical 
endurance and to your mental ability to 
assimilate new ideas. When you return 
to your homes and begin to recall the 
week, events and addresses will assume 
their true significance. 

The spring district meetings were 
stressed by the association. The attend- 
ance and response were most gratifying. 
Since our state meetings have become 
so large, the importance of the smaller 
units where there are opportunities for 
free discussion of our problems has in- 
creased. 

The past two years have tried the 
metal of all library workers. The de- 
mands and need for more books has be- 
come pressing. The increased leisure of 
a large proportion of the population, 
means greater opportunity to read and 
study. The requests for books and in- 








formation carry with them a need for 
better and more efficient service. The 
spiritual side of our patrons must be 
respected and served as well as the im- 
perative demand for definite suggestions 
to assist them to become more proficient 
breadwinners. There is no doubt but 
that the library has a distinct function 
in helping people maintain a sane out- 
look by having available the proper 
literature of escape. 


Taxes and incomes have shrunken so 
that libraries are almost forced to mark 
time. -Book stocks are becoming depleted 
by excessive use. New lines of activity 
cannot be developed or expanded as they 
would be normally. 


Our ambition should be to have our 
work during these trying years of such 
a character that when better times do 
come the library will have merited and 
will receive more generous support. This 
is really an outstanding opportunity to 
impress upon our citizens the fact that 
the library has a very essential place in 
the cultural, professional, and industrial 
life and progress. 


In an organization as large as this 
there are always changes. The saddest 
is the passing from our midst of those 
who have gone to the great beyond. A 
number are missed from our group. We 
treasure their memory and are grateful 
to have known them. One who was be- 
loved by all, who had worked on various 
committees of the A. L. A., as well as 
served as president of the Iowa Library 
Association in 1922-23, was Grace 
Shallenberger. As a specialist in chil- 
dren’s work, as a librarian, as a friend 
and as a counselor, she was always help- 
ful, sympathetic, capable and inspiring. 
We cannot realize that her brave spirit 
was finally conquered. Her memory is 
a benediction. By such people is prog- 
ress made in the vital and spiritual sides 
of life. 

E. Joanna Haacey, President, 
Iowa Library Association. 





Want to Buy 
Will anyone having a _ twelve-tray 
catalog cabinet to dispose of please 
communicate with the Secretary of the 
Iowa Library Commission? 


American Library Association 
Chicago Conference, 1933 

To attempt an account of any A. L, A, 
Conference is a difficult task and espe. 
cially so the recent Chicago meeting with 
its crowds and distractions so great that 
those in attendance brought away a feel. 
ing of confusion. 

Under such circumstances we feel in- 
clined to refer to the program and pros- 
pectus as they appeared in the last 
Quarterly, and other library publiea- 
tions, and to say, ‘‘All this happened 
and much more’’ and let it go at that. 
The best we can do is to mention a few 
only of the high spots with the proba- 
bility of omitting some, perhaps more 
important to others than those men- 
tioned, and for papers and further re- 
ports refer Quarterly readers to the 
A. L. A. Bulletin and the Library 
Journal. 

Of the four General Sessions, the third 
was probably the most interesting, 
though the presentation of new officers 
at the last session is always one whieh 
librarians enjoy. 

At the third session the address of 
Howard Mumford Jones, professor of 
English at the University of Michigan, 
on ‘‘The place of books and reading in 
modern society’’ presented a speaker 
whom it would seem desirable to secure 
sometime for an Iowa State Meeting. 

Readers of Anthony Adverse were 
pleased at that session to see and hear 
the author, Hervey Allen. 

Each librarian, of course, attended 
the sections which promised the most 
help in her line of work. By many lowa 
librarians the paper of Frederick G. 
Melcher, editor, Publisher’s Weekly, at 
the Young People’s Reading Round Ta 
ble was one of the most enjoyed pro- 
grams, and we hope it will be printed. 
The growing interest in this seetion as 
manifested by the increased attendanee 
is significant. 

The awarding of the Newbery Medal 
is always an occasion of interest and the 
presentation of the winner, this year 
Mrs. Lewis, was enjoyed by a large num 
ber of librarians—both children’s 
otherwise. 

The open meeting of the Couneil, at 
which the situation in regard to unem- 
ployment was discussed, was timely, 4 








was also the meeting of the Boards on 
libraries and Adult Edueation and Li- 
brary Extension, and many others. 

Exhibition Hall with the A. L. A. 
Registration and other booths, the ex- 
hibits by book publishers and dealers, 
library binders and library supply 
houses, furnished a meeting place well 
used, and to sit on one of the welcome 
benches for an hour was to be able to 
greet, as they passed, many friends and 
acquaintances of other years. 

Of the social events the Pioneer Din- 
ner on Sunday evening, arranged by 
Mrs. Henry Carr, was a very pleasant 
oecasion for those present. The dinner 
for the new members on Monday evening 
was also an enjoyable affair. The state 
dinners and meetings took place on Tues- 
day evening, and the library school din- 
ners on Thursday evening. There may 
have been others equally pleasant which 
are not mentioned as there was a limit 
to the capacity of the Secretary of the 
Library Commission. 

The attendance of over 3,000 was far 
in advance of any previous meeting. The 
attendance from Iowa was unexpectedly 
large, though actual figures cannot be 
given. The number of 101 at the lowa 
Dinner represented some former Iowa 
librarians also, while many now at work 
in lowa and present at the meeting, were 
not at the dinner and the total would 
probably be considerably above that 
number, All rejoiced to be there. 

The president elected for the coming 
year, Gratia A. Countryman, librarian, 
Publie Library, Minneapolis, has been 
a speaker in Des Moines a number of 
times at library and other meetings, and 
lowa librarians feel a personal pleasure 
in her election. 

lowa was honored by two representa- 
tives on sections. Louise Orwig, Des 
Moines Public Library, was elected 
chairman of the Art Section, and Edna 
Giesler, librarian, Davenport Publie Li- 
brary, was elected chairman of the Large 
Libraries Section. Letha Davidson econ- 
inues as chairman of the Book Produe- 
tion Committee of the Children’s See- 
tion. It is in this capacity that she has 
arranged the Traveling Juvenile Book 
Exhibits now in the state. 

Again we refer the readers of the 
Quarterly to the A. L. A. Bulletin and 
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the Library Journal for a fuller account 
of this very enjoyable meeting and ex- 
press the wish that all library workers 
of the state might have been present. 

This, again, is an argument for mem- 
bership in the American Library Asso- 
ciation which would make the Bulletin 
now available for an account of the meet- 
ing and the papers read there. 


Iowa Library Association 
Chicago, October, 1933 

This meeting, as announced, took the 
form of a dinner held at the Stevens 
Hotel, Chicago, on Tuesday evening, Oc- 
tober 17th, with 101 Iowa librarians, 
trustees, and guests present. 

Th of the association were 
seated at the speakers’ table with the 
association officers, and were Alice Ty- 
ler, Cleveland, Ohio, Mary Eileen Ahern, 
Maleolm Wyer, Denver, Colo., Milton 
Lord, Boston, Mass., Mr. Brigham and 
Mrs. Mary Brigham Johnson. Miss 
Hagey’s brief greetings in opening the 
program appear elsewhere in this num- 
ber of the Quarterly. 

As the minutes of the 1932 meeting 
had already appeared in the Quarterly, 
on motion their reading at this meeting 
was omitted. 

In response to an invitation from the 
president for a few words, Miss Robin- 
son expressed her pleasure at the op- 
portunity given her to thank the Lowa 
Library Association for the books used 
in the Black Hawk County Demonstra- 
tion and now given to the Library Com 
mission, saying that in doing this she 
was expressing the appreciation not only 
of the Library Commission through 
which the books will be cireulated, but 
of the Traveling Library borrowers 
throughout the state who will use and 
enjoy these books. 

The president then spoke of the dis- 
tinguished guests present and presented 
Mr. Brigham, whose greetings to the 
association were in a delightfully whim- 
sical vein of reminiscence. 

Miss Tyler pleasantly responded by 
saying she was proud to have ever be- 
longed to Iowa, and that the happiest 
years of her professional life were spent 
in Iowa. She came to the state in 1900, 
knowing few Iowans. She told of her 
early days at the Library Commission 
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where her office consisted of but one 
room, a desk, a chair, and a map of Iowa. 
She sketched rapidly the growth of li- 
braries throughout the state and paid 
tribute to Miss Robinson, compliment- 
ing her upon her accomplishments and 
upon her record in founding libraries 
in the ‘‘black’’ counties of the state. 


Mr. Wyer and Mr. Lord extended 
cordial greetings to their former co- 
workers. 

Miss Ahern, for many years the editor 
of Public Libraries, stated in her usual 
happy manner that her library associa- 
tion days began long, long ago in Des 
Moines and closed there in 1932, at 
which time she had the opportunity of 
cementing early friendships, and that 
the Des Moines meetings stood out in 
her memory as the best library meetings 
she ever attended, closing «her witty 
greeting with the admonition that there 
is ‘‘value and virtue in brevity’’ and 
** Anyway, I’m for Iowa.”’ 

Miss Hagey then asked Miss Walpole, 
treasurer of the association, to call the 
roll of those present, and each as her 
name was called arose and gave her li- 
brary position. 

In closing Miss Hagey said, ‘‘I wish 
to express my sincere thanks to the Exee- 
utive Board, to the members of the com- 
mittees, to the membership at large, and 
especially to Miss Robinson for helpful 
and valuable support. It has been an 
honor and a pleasure to carry on the 
work which has been so ably performed 
in previous years.’’ 

If the same cordiality is extended to 
the incoming members of the Executive 
Board, we promise them a very busy 
and happy two years. It is with a deep 
realization of my own insufficiency and 
short comings, in not grasping the 
things of importance and passing them 
on to you, that I relinquish my office 
and hand over the gavel to my sueces- 
sor. Will you support her and the oth- 
ers whom you have chosen? Then the 
work of the Iowa Library Association 
which is dear to our hearts will pros- 
per under the leadership of our new 
president, Miss Nethercut.’’ 


Miss Nethereut graciously received 
the gavel and adjourned the meeting. 


IsaBELLA H. Gray, Secretary. 


Iowa Library Association 
Executive Board 


The Executive Board of the Iowa Li. 
brary Association assembled at the eal 
of the president, Miss Mary Bell Nether. 
eut, on Wednesday morning, Decenher 
6th, in the office of the Library Commis- 
sion, with the following members in at- 
tendance: Miss Nethercut, Miss Diteh, 
Mrs. Bray, Mrs. Gray, Mrs. Holck, Mrs. 
Millard and Miss Robinson. 

The minutes of the Executive Board 
meeting, held in Chicago during the A, 
L. A. Conference, and an abbreviated 
report of the I. L. A. dinner program 
in Chicago on the same date were read. 

The treasurer’s report for the year 
ending October 17th was read and ap- 
proved and a brief report was given by 
the new treasurer. 

Miss Nethereut presented the question 
of a contributing membership of the 
I. L. A. in the A. L. A., and upon mo- 
tion the treasurer was instructed to send 
$25.00 to the A. L. A. for such member- 
ship. 

The question of Iowa membership 
dues was discussed and it was decided 
to send out a letter to every library in 
the state, regardless of the fact whether 
they were members of the association, 
but this not to be done until later when 
the libraries have an opportunity to send 
their dues to Mrs. H. T. Holek, Publie 
Library, Vinton, Iowa. 

Places for the district meeting were 
presented by Miss Robinson, and ap- 
proved by the board. 

A small amount of money was voted 
for formal speakers at the district meet- 
ings. At the close of the formal meet- 
ing the board adjourned to the Cherry 
Tea Room for lunch. 

IsABELLA H. Gray, Secretary. 


Memberships Paid Between September 13 
and October 17, 1933 

Alderson, Bella, Librarian, Creston 

Algona Public Library 

Armstrong, Eva, Staff, Fort Madison 

Arthur Public Library 

Britt Public Library ‘ 

Burgess, Mrs. Helen A., Librarian, Onawa 

Goldberg, Ida E., Staff, Cedar Rapids 

Hopley, Irma W., Librarian, Fort Madison 

Iowa State College Library, Ames 

Klein, Marcella, Staff, Cedar Rapids 

Maquoketa Public Library 

Nagel, Irene, Staff, Fort Madison 

Onawa Public Library 











Perry Public Library 
Schaller Public Library 
Sanders, Mrs. Lura, Librarian, Algona 
Wormer, Grace, Acting Librarian, Uni- 
versity Libraries, Iowa City 
ZerZanek, Evelyn, Staff, Cedar Rapids 


Memberships Paid in Chicago 
October 17, 1933 


Ausbury, Golda, Librarian, Nevada 

Barkley, Mrs. F. S., Trustee, Boone 

Barrette, Lydia Margaret, Librarian, Ma- 
son City 

Blood, Mrs. W. G., Trustee, Keokuk 

Canon, Eva T., Librarian, Council Bluffs 

Clark, Isabelle, Librarian, Grinnell Col- 
lege, Grinnell 

Datisman, Elsie, Staff, Dubuque 

Divilbess, Alice, Staff, Des Moines 

Donaldson, Margery, Interested Citizen, 
Corning 

Eches, Mary, Staff, Waterloo 

Edwards, Dorothea, Staff, Des Moines 

Edwards, Mildred, Interested Citizen, In- 
dianola 

Felsenthal, Emma, Staff, University Libra- 
ries, Iowa City 

Feyereisen, Theresa, Staff, Waterloo 

Fulton, Nannie P., Librarian, Keokuk 

Garner, Mrs. Miriam, Staff, State Library, 
Des Moines 

Giesler, Edna, Librarian, Davenport 

Hansen, Grace, Librarian, Odebolt 

Higbee, Mrs. Dorothy, Librarian, Cornell 
College, Mount Vernon 

Humeston, Mrs. D. S., Trustee, Albia 

Hunt, May, Librarian, Penn College, Oska- 
loosa 

Jacobsen, Karl, Librarian, Luther College, 
Decorah 

Langfitt, Bernice, Staff, State Library, Des 
Moines 

LeCompte, Miriam, Librarian, Corydon 

McKinney, Hope, Staff, Davenport 

McMullen, Elizabeth, Interested Citizen, 
Mount Ayr 

Mitchell, Merta, Trustee, Keokuk 

Morgan, Vira, Staff, Davenport 

Nethercut, Mary Bell, Librarian, Drake 
University, Des Moines 

Nettleton, Monica, Staff, Waterloo 

Noble, Florence, Librarian, Monticello 

O'Donnell, Dorothy, Staff, University Li- 
braries, Iowa City 

Owen, Margery, Staff, Mason City 

Page, Mrs. Eva M., Staff, Des Moines 

Parker, Helen, Staff, Des Moines 

Petersmeyer, A. C., Trustee, Odebolt 

Peterson, Mrs. Mildred, Staff, Des Moines 

Pike, Mildred, Librarian, Sioux City 

Pritchett, Betty, Librarian, Coe College, 
Cedar Rapids 

Reu, Elizabeth, Staff, Dubuque 

Roberts, Katherine, Staff, Davenport 

Rosemond, Mary M., Staff, State Library, 
Des Moines 

Saberson, Lulu Grace, Staff, Medical Li- 
brary, Des Moines 

Soukup, Virginia, Staff, Mason City 

Steele, Lavina, Librarian, Masonic Libra- 
ty, Cedar Rapids 
Tanner, Opal, Staff, Des Moines 


Membership Paid Since October 17, 1933 


Gladbrook Public Library 

Memberships tor 1934 will be due soon 
after this issue of the Quarterly is out and 
if sent to the treasurer without notice it 
will save her the trouble of sending notices 
and the Iowa Library Association stamps 
for mailing. Memberships should be sent to 
Mrs. H. T. Holck, Public Library, Vinton. 

For libraries having 35,000 or more vol- 
umes the membership is $10.00 per year, 
libraries having between 15,000 and 35,000 
volumes, $5.00 per year, and libraries having 
15,000 volumes or less, $2.50 per year. Indi- 
vidual membership is $1.00 per year. 


Treasurer's Report 
November 30, 1932 to November 1, 1933 
Balance on hand November 30, 1932............ $1,183.12 

Listed as withdrawn due to the fact that the 
Executive Board of the lowa Library Asso- 
ciation considered it the wisest policy to sign 
a waiver as requested by the Depository 
Committee of the Valley Savings Bank of 
Des Moines in which the I. L. A. had a time 
deposit of $250.00 and to count as receipts any 





payment made on this deposit................ 250.00 
BEOUP TIED éddincctacenddntddcsccsccsotsesd $ 933.12 
RECEIPTS 
12 libraries @ $10.00—1 yr............... $120.00 
1 library @ 10.00-—2 yrs..........000. 20.00 
12 libraries @ 5.00—1 yr.........cceees 60.00 
1 library BRO FoBescccccccccs 20.00 
53 libraries @ 2.50—1 yr........-eeee0% 132.50 
S$ libraries @ 2.50—2 yrs.............. 25.00 
63 librarians @ 1.00—1 yr............. 63.00 
2 librarians @ 1.00—2 yrs.............. 4.00 
55 Staff members @ 1.00—l yr. ......... 55.00 
10 Trustees @ 1.00—1 yr............... 10.00 
Total membership 214...............2. $509.50 
Interest on savings deposits............ 11.25 
10% dividend Valley Savings Bank..... 25.43 
a ey ee 546.18 
Dotel co agtent Gees. .cccoccecccecsseos $1,479.30 
DISBURSEMENTS 
Insurance on I. A. ks stored in 
Waterloo to March, '34.............. $ 24.00 
President’s expenses to eight district 
SRSA, Tt “EP cocesscuncieceesnce 1.65 
Speaker at district meeting............ 5.00 
Treasurer's expenses. Postage, ex- 
change, telephone, registered mail.... 8.00 
Secretary’s expenses. Postage......... 3.00 
Membership fee. A. L. A. chapter 
dues, 299 members................ -» 17.45 
Executive Board meeting .............. 31.18 
SP Ie 17.36 
Stevens Hotel. Iowa dinners, October 
t.. ERED eeetees cembetedebasaonrerneedins 125.10 
GRREED « coccccccunccennsesscccdbetachocent 38 
Total disbursements ............cseeee0 283.12 
Balance on hand November 1, 1933 $1,196.18 


From November 1, to December 6, 1933 
Balance on hand November 1, 7933............ $1,196.18 
RECEIPTS 

Dividend from Valley Savings Bank, 





10 per cent of amount of waiver ..$ 11.45 
PRGGEROTEREND «ccc csvcccccccesescccccese 7.50 
Watel WRORRARE. accccvccccccncctes dacs $ 18.95 
Total to account for .....-..........:. $1,215.13 
DISBURSEMENTS 
Exchange on check .........s..ssseeee: j 
Letterheads and envelopes .......... 17.50 
Total disbursements ...........ss000. $ 17.53 
Balance on hand Dec. 6, 1933........ 1,197.60 
$1,215.13 


Evrmarnetu J. Houck, Treasurer. 


Tas 


li i a es Bee 
sontnd * 


ee 
~~ eee 






aes ae ee 






































































=.- 


6 a 


re 





District Meetings, 1933 


At the Executive Board meeting of 
the Iowa Library Association, held in 
the Library Commission office on De- 
cember 6th, the places for the eight dis- 
trict meetings to be held in the spring 
of 1934 were tentatively selected. 

Invitations had been received from 
two of these places and four others have 
signified their pleasure at having the 
meeting held in their libraries. These are 
given below. The announcement of the 
meeting places in the other districts is 
postponed till a future date when a 
definite announcement can be made. It 
is too early to name dates. The names 
of the chairmen have already been given. 

At the board meeting suggestion was 
made that the subject for roll call should 
be ‘‘Old books which have come to life 
in recent months.’’ It was also sug- 
gested there should be a brief account 
of the Chicago meeting of the A. L. A. 
by someone in attendance in the differ- 
ent districts. 

Further suggestions for subjects or 
speakers will be gratefully received by 
the Secretary of the Library Commis- 
sion. 

There will be time for further an- 
nouncement of these meetings in the 
next number of the Quarterly. 





Civil Works Administration and the 
Libraries 


Not enough reports have been re- 
‘ceived to make a definite statement as 
to the number of libraries in the state 
which are receiving help under the 
C. W. A. and C. W. 8S. However, let- 
ters coming to the Library Commission 
office and libraries listed in the papers 
indicate that a large number of libra- 
ries are being helped through the 
C. W. 8S. in the way of cleaning, book 
mending, etc. In some cases the library 
has been able to open longer hours be- 
cause of the help which has been fur- 
nished. 

A number of libraries have also been 
able to have repairs and redecoration 
through the C. W. A. 

This is all to the good if too much 
mending is not done and we trust that 
libraries needing help have all received 
it. The Library Commission has had 
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four girls giving very greatly needed 
help in preparing Black Hawk County 
books for circulation. 


Hospital Librarians Association 
Annual dues, one shilling, payable to 
Mrs. Marjorie E. Roberts, 48 Queen’s 
Gardens, London, W. 2, England. Hos 
pital librarians all over the world are 

eligible. Headquarters: London. 
Membership in this group will pro 
mote interchange of information and 
ideas, increase interest and stimulate ae- 
tivity, and make the group of hospital 
librarians a more definite organization. 
Yours very truly, 
Perrie Jones, Supervisor, 
Institution Libraries, Minnesota. 





District Meeting Places for 1934 
Middle East 
Central 
Southwest 
Northwest 
CE . 14 5) 30% cokes dua Missouri Valley 
eek eR es eens ecs'e Mount Pleasant 
North Central Forest City 
Northeast 


Christopher Morley of the ‘‘ Haunted 
Book Shop’’ fame says: ‘‘Malnutri- 
tion of the reading faculty is a serious 
thing. Books are the answer to all 
our perplexities; they are man’s s8t- 
preme triumphs for they gather up and 
transmit all triumphs. They are also 
the only consolers. A library is more- 
over a warehouse of explosives. The 
shelves are ranked with the most furi- 
ous combustibles in the world—the 
brains of men.’’—Minnesota Labrary 
Notes and News, December, 1933. 


Standards for Public Libraries 
Adopted October, 1933, by the Council of the 
American Library Association 

The publie library is maintained by 4 
democratic society in order that every 
man, woman, and child may have the 
means of self-education and reereati 
reading. The library provides materials 
for education and advice in their use. It 
diffuses information and ideas necessary 
to the present welfare and future ad- 
vancement of a community. It strength- 
ens and extends appreciation of the cul- 
tural and spiritual valves of life. It 

















offers opportunities for constructive use 
of the new leisure. It serves all ages 
and all classes. 

Reasonably adequate library service 
includes a main library with reading 
room facilities; special provision for 
children; lending, reference, and peri- 
odieal collections adequate to the needs 
of the community; a professional staff 
of high quality and adequate number; 
and such branches and other distribut- 
ing agencies as the area and topography 
of the city may require. The book col- 
lection must be well cataloged, so that 
the needed book can be found easily, 
and such lending records established as 
to provide easy use and protection from 
loss. Hours of opening will vary with 
community needs. 

The Staff 

Since a professional library staff car- 
ries on educational, administrative, and 
technical services, its members must be 
well educated, possess at least one year 
of library school training or its equiva- 
lent, and have special aptitude and qual- 
ifications for the particular work of each. 
Salaries of professional librarians should 
be comparable with those of other pro- 
fessions, and the work of professional 
librarians sharply differentiated from 
that of clerical or sub-professional work- 
ers. The staff should be of sufficient 
size to permit efficient operation for as 
many hours as may be necessary for the 
needs of the community. 

The chief librarian should administer 
the entire library system and be re- 
sponsible to the library board. A de- 
tailed scheme of service, based upon 
size, type, and resources of the library, 
must be worked out by the individual 
librarian and trustees.. A committee of 
the American Library Association is en- 
gaged in working out basic schemes. 

Book Collection 

To meet the varied needs and interests 
of a community, a broad collection of 
books, pamphlets, and periodicals on a 
wide range of subjects is necessary, with 
intensive duplication of titles in fields of 
special interest, constantly freshened by 
the addition of new books and books on 
timely subjects. Special collections are 
needed for the reference room, the chil- 
dren’s rooms, for technical, art, and 


other departments. Books will wear out 
in service and need to be replaced. 

To be reasonably adequate in quanti- 
ty, the library in a ¢ity of 200,000 in- 
habitants and over should have at least 
11% books per capita; in a city of 10,000 
to 200,000, 2 books per capita; and in a 
city of less than 10,000, 3 books per 
capita. 

Measuring the Use of the Library 

The active library is constantly try- 
ing, through publicity and extension 
agencies, to intensify and extend its serv- 
ice to the community. It is not satisfied 
to cater only to students, clubwomen, 
general readers, and children, but en- 
deavors to be useful to the business in- 
terests, industrial workers, technicians, 
public officials, and other special 
groups. 

Many of the most important library 
services cannot be measured statistically. 
Examples of such services are the pro- 
vision of reference and study facilities, 
encouragement of purposeful reading by 
adults, special services relating to the 
dominant local industries, organized co- 
operation with the public schools, study 
and discussion groups, lectures, and ex- 
hibitions. 

The library’s book lending services 
can be measured statistically. Under 
liberal support and other favorable con- 
ditions many libraries will far exceed 
the following minimum standards: 


Per Cent of 

Population Number of 
Registered as Books Lent 
Borrowers* Per Capita 


Cities of over 1,000,000 


OE 25 5 
Cities of 200,000 to 

1,000,000 inhabitants .. 30 7 
Cities of 100,000 to 

200,000 inhabitants ... 35 8 
Cities of 10,000 to 

100,000 inhabitants ... 40 9 
Cities of less than 10,000 

inbabitants § .......0.. 50 10 





*Based upon a three-year registration period. 
The Income Needed 

Experience shows that $1 per capita 
is the average minimum annual income 
upon which reasonably adequate library 
service can be maintained. 

The exact minimum depends upon the 
size, location, and character of the com- 
munity. The small town must usually 
spend more than $1 per capita to cover 
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minimum essentials, or reduce unit costs 
by enlarging the area of service and sup- 
port. 

Communities desiring full develop- 
ment of library service will find it neces- 
sary to provide a support much larger 
than the minimum. Expert special serv- 
ices in cooperation with local industries 
and interests, and extensive work with 
the public schools are examples of de- 
sirable library activities which cannot 
be adequately maintained upon the 
minimum income of $1 per capita. 

The allotment of at least 55 per cent 
of the total income for the salaries of 
the library staff (not including janitors, 
engineers, et cetera), 25 per cent for 
books, periodicals, and binding, and 20 
per cent for all other expenditures is a 
fair standard. Local conditions involv- 
ing the cost of building maintenance, the 
area and density of population as af- 
fecting the number of branches, and 
other factors, will inevitably affect the 
distribution. In general, the largest li- 
braries will spend more than the per- 
centage indicated for library salaries 
and: less for books, periodicals, and 


binding. 





The N Medal 

On Wednesday, October 18, The Chil- 
dren’s Librarians awarded the John 
Newbery Medal to Elizabeth Foreman 
Lewis for her book Young Fu (Win- 
ston) as the most distinguished chil- 
dren’s book of 1932. 

The winner of the Newbery Medal 
is selected by a committee of fifteen 
members of the A. L. A. section for 
library work with children. Each mem- 
ber of the committee votes for first, sec- 
ond, third and fourth choice. After 
voting this year, Young Fu was in first 
place, Swift Rivers, by Cornelia Meigs 
(Little, Brown) in second place; Rail- 
road to Freedom by Hildegarde H. 
Swift (Harcourt) in third place; Chil- 
dren of the Soil by Nora Burglon (Dou- 
bleday) in fourth place. 

Other books that received votes were 
Hepatica Hawks by Rachel Field (Mac- 
millan) ; Romantic Rebel by Hildegarde 
Hawthorne (Century); Awntie by 
Maude and Miska Petersham (Double- 
day) ; Tirra Lirra by Laura E. Richards 
(Little, Brown) and Little House in the 


Big Woods by Laura I. Wilder 
(Harper). 

The Newbery Medal is given by Fred. 
eric G. Melcher, editor of the Publishers’ 
Weekly. It’s a bronze medal designed 
by René Chambellan. The medal is 
named in memory of the first publisher 
of children’s books. It has previously 
been awarded since 1921 to the following 
books : 

For the most distinguished children’s 
book : 
1921 


1922 


1923 
1924 
1925 
1926 
1927 
1928 


1929 
1930 


1931 


Van Loon, Hendrik, Story of mankind, 
Liveright 

Lofting, Hugh, Voyage of Dr. Dolittle, 
Stokes 

Hawes, C. B., Dark frigate, Little 
Finger, C. J., Tales from silver lands, 
Doubleday 

Chrisman, A. B., Shen of the sea, Dut- 
ton 

James, Will, Smoky, Scribner 
Mukerji, D. G., Gay-Neck, Dutton 
Kelly, E. P., Trumpeter of Krakow, 
Macmillan 

Field, Rachel, Hitty, Macmillan 
Coatsworth, Elizabeth, Cat who went 
to Heaven, Macmillan 

Armer, L. A., Waterless mountain, 
Longmans. 


—Library Journal, Nov. 1, 1933. 


Note: Mrs. Lewis was born in Balti- 
more and was educated in that city and 


‘in New York. In 1917 she went to China 


where she taught in the Girls’ Boarding 
School in Nanking and later in the Nan- 
king Boys’ Academy. Here she was mar- 
ried in 1921 to John Abraham Lewis, 
principal of the Boys’ Academy and 
son of Bishop Wilson Seeley Lewis of 
Iowa and China. 

Severe illness forced Mrs. Lewis to 
return to the United States and she now 
spends most of her time in a cottage in 
the woods overlooking the Severn River, 
Maryland. 


Attention: Trustees! 

The suggestions of Michael G. Gal- 
lagher, chairman of the A. L. A. Trus- 
tees Section, which appeared in the A. L. 
A. Bulletin for October, 1932 are just 
as pertinent now as they were a year 


ago. 

‘‘Never before’ says Mr. Gallagher, 
**has the position of the library trustee 
been harder or more important than 
now. Never has the trustee neded 80 
much as now the qualities of statesmal- 
ship. Is it not also the very special re- 














sponsibility of library trustees to make 
other citizens understand that certain 
library services are essential in times 
like ours? No reduction in income which 
seriously weakens the activities is good 
public policy under any circumstances. 
What is to become of our civilization 
if institutions like the public library are 
not maintained? The situation calls for 
tact, sympathy, and intelligent under- 
standing of the library’s place in society, 
but, above all, for courage to stand up 
for the rights and privileges of those 
increasing number of adults and chil- 
dren who are finding in libraries the 
opportunities they need to become, or 
to continue to be, intelligent, sane 
American citizens.”’ 


Some of the methods which trustees 
might profitably use for this purpose as 
suggested by Mr. Gallagher are: 


Use of newspapers—news notes, edi- 
torial comment, interviews. 


Radio broadcasting. 


Convincing talks at dinner meetings 
attended by leading citizens and repre- 
sentatives of various local organizations. 
Newspapers will use this account of the 
library’s activities which become news 
in this way. 

Seek cooperation of service clubs such 
as Rotary, Kiwanis, and Lions. Ask 
them to devote one of their weekly meet- 
ings to the library and to use their in- 
fluence to maintain essential library 
services. 

Enlist the interest of agencies such 
as the Parent-Teacher Association, wom- 
en’s clubs, the American Association 
of University Women, the League of 
Women Voters, and author’s clubs. 

Show slides in moving picture houses. 

Use Book Week for special library 
emphasis; have as many service and 
other club programs as possible devoted 
to the library that week; ask ministers 
to stress from the pulpit the value to 
the community of books and libraries. 

Invite study of the budget on the part 
of organizations like the Taxpayers 

ague, or officials, as the city manager. 
Let them compare local income with na- 
tional standards and with that of other 
libraries, salaries with those of other pro- 
fessions and city departments. Build 
publicity material out of their findings. 
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Focus community interest on the 
budget-making or appropriating body, 
through letters from local clubs and or- 
ganizations and particularly by delega- 
tions at public hearings. 

Obviously no one trustee can do all 
of these things. A program adapted to 
the community should be planned and 
the work divided, with specifie duties 
assigned to each trustee. For example, 
a member of a service club would natur- 
ally make the approach to that club: a 
special friend of the newspaper editor 
would secure his cooperation. 


Have plenty of ammunition — both 
facts and figures about your own library 
and good examples elsewhere—Wiscon- 
sin Library Bulletin, November, 1933. 


Helps to International Understanding 


During October the Secretary of the 
Library Commission sent a letter to the 
librarians of the state, urging coopera- 
tion with the Committee on Interna- 
tional Relations of the women’s clubs by 
making available for reading and study 
in the clubs a shelf of books with the 
above caption. 

Libraries receiving the International 
Mind Alcove books already have such a 
shelf. Other libraries can make a be- 
ginning by using the titles of books of 
travel, ete., on the list which was sent 
with that letter. 

One letter and one clipping has come 
to the Library Commission on the sub- 
ject but this, we trust, is not the limit 





of interest. The Library Commission of- . 


fered and repeats the offer to loan books 
for such a shelf. 


’ Traveling Juvenile Book Exhibit 

The First Series has now visited 
eighty libraries with a few visits yet to 
be made. It will probably finish its 
travels soon after the new year. 

The number of requests for the Sec- 
ond Series has not been as large as for 
the first, being about fifty. The two 
groups of this series made their first 
appearance in two Book Week displays 
each, and the First Series served in that 
capacity in two places. The Second Se- 
ries contains only 29 books instead of 
34 in the first, but the books are more 
up to date. 
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No promise can be made of future ex- 
hibits, though the publishers may feel 
that another in the spring will be worth 
while. We give at this time only one 
commert though many favorable ones 
have come. 

It must be remembered that the initia- 
tive for this exhibit came from Letha 
Davidson, Chairman of the Book Pro- 
duction Committee of the Children’s 
Section of the American Library Asso- 
ciation, and the selection of books from 
the much larger number sent by the pub- 
lishers was made by her. The Library 
Commission has simply acted as her ex- 
ecutive in supervising the machinery of 
the exhibits’ itinerary. 

The following appreciative note of 
one librarian is echoed many times in 
the cards which come back acknowledg- 
ing the visit of the exhibit. 

**T was much pleased with the Juve- 
nile Book Exhibit and believe I derived 
much benefit from it as I think every 
small library will do. I have already 
ordered thirteen of the books examined 
and have indicated several more for fu- 
ture purchase. It is far more convinc- 
ing to see and read, in part even, a book 
to buy than any advertising could pos- 
sibly be.’’ 





Ten Cent Books 


In a recent list of books sent out by 
Fannie Buchanan of the Extension Di- 
vision at Ames a number of ten cent 
editions are included which we give be- 
low. These furnish very attractive table 
books for a library and we recommend 
their purchase as well as other titles at 
this price. 

Complete Book of Mother Goose 

Bannerman—Little Black Sambo 

Potter—Peter Rabbit 

Three little kittens 

Moore—Night before Christmas 

Barrow, comp.—One hundred best poems 

Judson—Foxy squirrel in the garden 

Williamson—Little pig 

Picture story book (Old Fairy Tales— 

Illus. by Peat) 

LaRame—Dog of Flanders 

Our attention has also recently been 
ealled to two attractive ten cent books, 
**To the city’’ and ‘‘On the farm,’’ pre- 
pared by John Y. Beaty. The second 
has photographs by J. C. Allen. 

Small libraries which cannot afford a 





large atlas will find useful the fourteen 
page reprint from the Rand MeNally 
World Atlas, which may be purchased 
at the dime stores. 

The seven maps are the same size ag 
in the larger book, a gazetteer-index of 
the world, a list of the principal world 
cities with latest population, and a page 
of interesting facts are included in addi- 
tion to the maps. 

What there is is just as reliable as the 
large atlas, but there is not as much of it. 





Why Not Juvenile Series? 


Much juvenile reading consists of sueh 
popular series as those suggested by 
‘‘Dotty Dimple,’’ ‘‘Elsie Dinsmore,” 
**Pansy,’’ ‘‘Little Colonel,’’ ‘Motor 
Girls,’’ ‘‘Rover Boys,’’ L. T. Meade, 
Alger, Henty, and many other series of 
similar character. As a rule the books, 
often fifty or more in number, are all 
alike, pretty boarding school stories for 
girls affording a weak milk-and-water 
diet, which induces mental if not moral 
deterioration; athletic or highly sensa- 
tional stories for boys nearly always 
vapid, untrue to life, and unprofitable, 
if not actually injurious. The worst 
feature of a series, generally speaking, 
lies in the fact that when a child has 
read one book of it he has read all; but 
the themes are so fascinating to his im- 
mature mind, which would grasp just 
as eagerly the strong virile stories of the 
Odyssey, the Jungle Books, the Boys’ 
King Arthur, that he will read and re- 
read the entire series, filling his mind 
with useless chaff instead of the golden 
grain. The best libraries for children 
are rendering a great service in refus 
ing shelf room to such juvenile series a8 


those suggested above, and in steering. 


children into equally diverting but more 
profitable channels.—Gardiner & Ram- 
sey ’s Handbook of Children’s Literature 
reprinted in Wisconsin Library Bulle- 
tin, November, 1933. 





Binding 
The question of rebinding worn 
wearing-out library books seems to the 
seeretary of the Library Commission 9? 
important a matter of economy that 
is constrained to again bring it to the 
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attention of library boards and book 
committees. 

Books will wear out and if they do not 
a mistake has been made in their pur- 
chase. With books that wear out three 
courses are open to the librarian and 
library board. First, let them wear out 
and replace with new titles. At this 
time libraries have little money for new 
books and even if there were money, a 
rebound book will outwear one in a 
publisher’s binding. 

Or second, they may be mended in the 
library, and there are certain books 
which should receive attention there. 
But too much such mending will soon 
place the book beyond binding, the book 
will not last as long as if rebound, and 
it will not be as attractive, and cannot 
be substituted for a new book. 

And in these days of shortness of help 
and rush of work, when librarians are 
seeking short cuts for their work, rebind- 
ing is one which can be taken with good 
results. Why should a librarian spend 
her valuable time doing what can be 
better done elsewhere ? 

A third course is rebinding. When 
better days come the book stocks of all 
our libraries will be very low, but with 
rebinding they will be in much better 
condition than if allowed to wear out 
or if mended in the library, or by an 
itinerant mender or binder. A warning 
should be spoken against this class of 
binders as their work cannot take the 
place of regular binding. 

To repeat, it does not cost as much to 
rebind a book as to buy a new one, a 
rebound book will circulate much longer, 
and it may often be used to take the 
place of a new one. 

May the secretary also make another 
suggestion to library boards, though not 
perhaps in the interest of library econo- 
my, but in the interest of library ef- 
ficiency. 

And that is that the auditorium be 
offered for open forums for discussion 
of present day topics, especially by 
farmers. 

The library should be the center of 
the intellectual activity of a town as 
Well as for the discussion of the national 
Problems which are confronting us at 
the present time. 
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Business Methods in a Library 

The Secretary, of the Library Com- 
mission, going recently into a book store, 
found the clerk in charge seoring the 
librarian whose book order was being 
filled because the list of books contained 
neither publishers nor prices. 

We thoroughly sympathized with her, 
having suffered ourselves at the hands 
of librarians who send in requests for 
permanent loans or to borrow books 
from the Traveling Library by title only, 
no author being given. 

A library is not only a service station. 
It is also a business house and a libra- 
rian cannot expect businesslike service 
if she does not use businesslike methods 
on her side of the transaction. 

A book dealer must know the pub- 
lisher in order to place his orders, and 
to be obliged to stop and look up pub- 
lishers for a list of books, long or short, 
is to delay the sending of the order to 
the publishers and consequently the re- 
ceipt of the books by the library. The 
risk of not getting the book desired is 
greater if the publisher is not given. 

Even if the library is too small to 
own the United States Cotalog or the 
Cumulatwe Book Index, almost any list 
from which books are selected contains 
the required information and should be 
noted when note is made of the book 
for purchase. Advertisements of new 
books in magazines give publishers and 
almost always prices, which are not as 
important for the dealer, though the li- 
brarian should know the amount of 
money which is being expended at any 
one time. 

Complaint is also made by Library 
Commission assistants of librarians who 
fail to sign their names to traveling 
library requests. The secretary may 
know them, but.the assistants often do 
not and precious time, much needed for 
other things, must be consumed in look- 
ing up names. All communications 
from a library, even if signed with the 
name of the library, should also have 
the signature of the librarian. 


School Libraries 


Library Section, lowa State Teachers 
Association, 1933 


The Library Section of the Iowa State 
Teachers’ Association met in the Cherry 
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Tea Garden, Friday, November 2, 1933, 
for a luncheon. This was enjoyed by all 
present, for each member introducing 
herself helped all to get better ac- 
quainted. 

After the luncheon the meeting was 
adjourned to the office of the Library 
Commission for the regular annual meet- 
ing, which was called to order by the 
president, Winnie Lindquist. 

The program which followed was most 


instructive and inspiring. Miss Anders 


of the Des Moines Public Library gave 


an interesting talk on ‘‘ Books and their 
authors.’’ In this she was assisted by 
Miss Wilson, Miss Parker,“ and Miss 


Parmelee. 


Miss Robinson of the Library Commis- 
sion in a very helpful talk outlined the 
aids offered by the Library Commission 
to the schools of the state. Carrie Lar- 
son of East High, Des Moines, gave a 
valuable report of the recent A. L. A. 
Meeting in Chicago, especially of the 


School Section. 


For the closing of the program, Miss 
Lindquist conducted a round-table dis- 
eussion on ‘‘School library problems.’’ 
Many were introduced by the group and 


the discussion proved very helpful. 


At ashort business meeting which was 
held, the minutes of the previous meet- 
ing were read and approved, and Miss 
Robinson was given a vote of thanks for 
the use of her office, and an invitation 


to come again was accepted. 


The following officers were elected for 
1934: President, Carrie Larson, East 
High School, Des Moines, Secretary, 


Aleta Malmberg, Newton High School. 
(Signed) Apa Woop, Secretary. 


The editor of the Iowa Library Quar- 
terly announced at this meeting that she 
would be glad to run a School Depart- 
ment in the Quarterly if the school li- 
brarians wished it and would provide 
material. This suggestion was received 
with approval, but nothing has as yet 
been received. Therefore she has used a 
clipping, which came through the clip- 
ping service, in addition to the account 


of the School Librarians’ meeting. 





Valley Junction High School Library 


**Where there’s a will there’s a way.”’ 
Valley Junction high school is now the 
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proud possessor of a large, spaci 
well-lighted library reading room, 


The present administration, realizing 
that the student who leaves school with 
a taste for wholesome reading and who 
is given the opportunity of gratifying 
that taste can hardly fail to make a 
happy, useful citizen, has inaugurated 
the school library. 


Students grow to like the things they 
think about, and contact with a lib 
enriches life, a fact which should be the 
aim of any school system. 


The ‘“‘library§ spirit’? now onee 
aroused in Valley High is achieving out- 
standing results. Magazine racks have 
been built by the manual training 
classes. Posters and signs have been 
made by the commercial art class. Even 
former disciplinarian cases are being 


averted by directing attention to eur- 


rent magazines and literature which 
reach a personal appeal or a personal 
hobby. 


The one thousand volumes have been 
re-conditioned and classified under the 
Dewey Decimal Classification. A glance 
at the magazine rack includes such 
magazines as: Review of Reviews, 
Time, Popular Mechanics, Popular Se 
ence, Reader’s Digest, National Geo- 
graphic, Golden Book, American, Col 
liers, and the Chicago Daily Tribum. 
No text book can attempt to keep 
abreast with the rapidly changing po 
litical, social, and economic changes, 


and for this reason students should’ 


have access to this current knowledge 
if they are to fit into the modern eco 
nomic scheme. 

To realize what the library means to 
Valley High the public would have t 
see it in use. It vitalizes the 
Eager faces are there at every opportum- 
ity. Books are going out, books are com 
ing in, and comments overheard prove 
that ideas have registered between 
going and the coming. The school knows 
that the library is real, alive, and pre 
dueing results favorable for student 
growth. ; 

‘‘We grow like the things we think 
about.’’ 

Lean Bautpwin, Librarian, 
Valley Junction Booster-Express. 
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Library News of the State 











Atlantic—-Mrs. Peter Janss and Mrs. 
Carl Granville have recently been ap- 
pointed to membership on the library 
board to fill the unexpired terms of 
Carrie Wilken and Anna O. Temple. 
Miss Temple has long been a valuable 
member of the library board. 

Britt—Since the establishment of the 
library, Britt Township has shared in 
its support by the payment of a town- 
ship tax according to law. This year 
the township trustees failed to make 
a levy and hereafter the people of this 
township who have heretofore received 
free library service will be obliged to 
pay $1.00 per card for the use of the 
library, according to a recent vote of 
the library board. 

Cedar Falls—The public library has 
recently suffered from the depredations 
of a miscreant who has clipped the files 
of newspapers valuable from a histori- 
eal point of view. 

Colfax—Mrs. B. F. Van Dyke has 
been appointed acting librarian to take 
the place of Miss Logsdon who recentiy 
died. 

Council Bluffs—Lucille Shanklin has 
been appointed children’s librarian in 
the Council Bluffs library. She is a 
graduate of Western Reserve Library 
School and has had three years’ expe- 
rience in the Wichita Publie Library. 
Miss Shanklin began her duties on De- 
cember first. 

Classes in literature, French, music 
appreciation, art appreciation, math- 
ematics, economies, and philosophy are 
being given for unemployed high school 
graduates under the direction of the 
Board of Education. Members of the 
library staff have assisted in the course 
in literature and the library has made 
collections of books available for the 
use of students. 

The library is now open four nights 
a week, but continues to omit Sunday 
service, 

Cedar Rapids—Leonore Gordon has 

n appointed to a position in the li- 
brary made vacant by the death of 


Blanche Zelenda. Miss Gordon is a 
graduate of Coe College and of the Wis- 
consin Library School. 

The increase in the use of the library 
branch on F Avenue, Northwest, has 
necessitated an increase in the hours 
of opening in this branch. 

Clarinda — Marjorie Shum, juvenile 
librarian, resigned her position to be 
married on October 28. 

Frances Duncan, part time assistant 
for several months, has now been added 
to the regular staff. 

Clinton—Losses from the reference 
department of books not easily replaced 
and evidently stolen has decided the 
library board to place a larger staff in 
attendance during the evening hours 
when probably most of the thefts occur. 

An exhibit of Polish handwork has 
been loaned the library by Erie P. 
Kelly. It includes peasant blouses, 
painted scarves, wooden toys, border 
designs, and other articles. 

Corning—The library is being ecaia- 
loged by Marjorie Donaldson, a gradu- 
ate of the library course of the Wom- 
en’s College of New Jersey. 

Creston—<After being closed for a 
week for repairs on the heating system, 
the library was reopened November 
4th. 

Davenport — Alma Bertha Treiber, 
stenographer in the public library, was 
married during the fall to Carl William 
Meyer. Mrs. Meyer will continue her 
work in the library. 

Des Moines—High School Libraries 
—Florence Oslund, librarian of Roose- 
velt High School previous to her mar- 
riage and earlier an assistant in the 
publie library, was married on Novem- 
ber 4th to Rev. Stanley Wilson of St. 
Paul where Mr. and Mrs. Wilson will 
make their home. Mr. Wilson was also 
at one time a member of the public 
library staff. 

Des Moines—Library Club—<An A. L. 
A. Echo Meeting was held in the Li- 
brary Commission offices on November 
10th. The program was in charge of 
Mrs. Elizabeth Hamilton and the re- 
freshments of Ruth Lumbard and the 
social committee. A number of In- 
dianola library people were guests at 
this meeting. 

Eldora—-At a meeting of the Drama 
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Club in the library club rooms during 
November, Miss Brainard, librarian, 
gave a talk on the organization of the 
library with the purpose of showing 
the members of the club how they may 
help themselves in finding material for 
their work. 

Fayette—Upper Iowa University— 
Helen Todd has been appointed library 
assistant. 

Garner—a<A pay shelf or rental collee- 
tion will be established by the library 
according to action of the board at a 
recent meeting. 

Gowrie—In order to increase the 
reading interest of pupils, several books 
were reviewed during October at the 
school by Mrs. L. N. Brunson, librarian, 
with invitation to the pupils to visit 
the library and make use of the books 
there. 

Grundy Center — The library board 
at its meeting on October 9th voted to 
extend the free use of the library for 
school purposes to all tuition as well 
as resident pupils, during the school 
year. This includes both high school 
and elementary grades. 

Iowa City — State University —- An- 
nouncement has just been made of the 
marriage of Robert Miller, supervisor 
of departmental libraries, and Darleen 
Tague of Hollywood, California. 

Betty Soleman, library hostess for 
the past two years in the Memorial 
Union Library, was married at her 


home in Tama on October 19th tor 


Bailey Cromwell Webber of Ottumwa 
where Mr. and Mrs. Webber will re- 
side. 

Louise Adeock, University of Illinois 
Library School 1931, has sueceeded 
Grace Buchanan as assistant in the 
order department, and Lola Lampe be- 
gan work during November in the eir- 
culation department of the University 
Libraries. Miss Lampe is also a gradu- 
ate of the Illinois Library School. 

A handbook explaining the work of 
the University Libraries has been is- 
sued by the library. 

Iowa Falls—Owing to a large short- 
age in library funds the library has 
been threatened with closing during 
January and February. This danger 
has now been averted by the voluntary 
agreement of the librarian, assistant 
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librarian, and janitor to accept great 
reduction in salaries, the closing part 
of the library rooms, and a slight de- 
crease in hours. 

Lamoni—Graceland College—Gladys 
Hayes of Grinnell has become college 
librarian. Miss Hayes is a graduate of 
Grinnell College where she took a year 
of post graduate work, after which she 
spent a vear at the Wisconsin Library 
School. She also served as assistant in 
the Grinnell College library. 

LeMars—Out of town patrons of the 
library are now required,to pay a year- 
ly fee of $1.00 per family for the uge 
of the library. The reduction in the 
library appropriation is one reason for 
this action. The board also feels that 
to grant free use of the library to out- 
side borrowers is not fair to resident 
tax payers. 

Manson-— Mary Horton, librarian, 
was married on September 5th to Byron 
Lee Kibler. Mr. and Mrs. Kibler will 
reside in Manson and Mrs. Kibler will 
continue her library work. 

Mount Pleasant—The decision of the 
library board to close the library eve- 
nings because of shortage of funds re- 
sulted in a petition to the city couneil 
on the part of the school people fora 
transfer of funds which would enable 
the library board to open the library 
evenings. This the council granted and 
the library is now open every evening 
until 9:00 o’elock. 

Newton—Beatryee Welch, a member 
of the library staff, was married during 
the summer to John T. Morgenson, city 


. editor of the Newton Daily News. 


Oskaloosa—Elizabeth Michener, who 
has served the library for several 
months as acting librarian, has now 
been elected librarian by the library 
board. 

Storm Lake—Buena Vista College— 
Marion Boozer of Ames has been ap 
pointed registrar and librarian to sue 
ceed Mrs. Paul Edwards who has Tt 
signed. 

Storm Lake — Public Library — 2- 
ward Dahl has been appointed a mem 
ber of the library board to fill out the 
unexpired term of F. E. Tellier. 

West Branch — Beginning December 
Ist the library will be open six days@ 
week from 3:00 to 5:00 and 7:00 @ 
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9:00. Funds are small but the board 
of library trustees and the librarian 
are making special sacrifices and spe- 
cial efforts to maintain the daily open- 
ing. The schedule has been shortened 
for almost nine months. 


Gifts and Benefits 

The most outstanding of these is the 
selection of Grinnell College as one of 
twenty-two colleges and universities in 
the United States to be equipped by the 
Carnegie Corporation with a library of 
§24 records of the best musical compo- 
sitions and an especially built electrical 
phonograph with automatic record 
ehanger, 215 complete scores, and 129 
volumes of music, musical biographies, 
histories of musical criticisms, and 
technical works. 

This library will be housed in sepa- 
rate quarters and will be open at regu- 
lar hours every day for the use of any- 
one. A librarian will be in charge to 
loan books as from any library. 

The Adel library has received a gift 
of sixty books from the library of Mrs. 
Frank D. MeKay. 

Ames—State College—W. F. Cramer 
has recently presented five hundred 
books from his personal library to the 
Cosmopolitan Club. This elub is eom- 
posed of the foreign students of the 
college. 

The Burlington library has recently 
received a small fund, a memorial to 
Thomas Potter. This fund is desig- 
nated for the purchase of books in 
business and professional fields. Eight 
books have recently been added to the 
library from the fund. 

Cedar Rapids—The library has re- 
ceived six copies of ‘‘Little Women’”’ 
from the Iowa Theatre to help in sup- 
plying the present demand for this 
book. 

Clear Lake—About forty new books 
have been added to the Betty Jones 
and Lowing Dorchester Memorial Col- 
lection in the library. 

Chariton—The Women’s Club will 
start a Women’s Club Shelf by the do- 
nation of books by individual members 
of the club. 

Davenport—The library has received 
4complimentary copy of ‘‘O. Henry Me- 
morial Award Prize Stories for 1933”’ 





ly a resident of Davenport. 

Des Moines — A total of 1,175 gift 
books have been received by the public 
library since the gift giving campaign 
was inaugurated. 

Marion—In the recent donation to 
the library, thirty books were received 
with the promise of others. 

Oskaloosa—At a shower given by the 
Oskaloosa Women’s Club, the public 
library has received over 342 books and 
over 1,200 periodicals. The psychology 
department of the Women’s Club is 
now collecting games and toys from 
club members and people of the com- 
munity to be presented to the library. 
These will be loaned from the chil- 
dren’s department to children in the 
same manner that books are loaned. 

Ringsted—The library has received 
a gift of juvenile books from H. T. 
Swift of Springfield, Illinois. 

Tipton — Because the library has 
been forced to decrease its magazine 
subscriptions, it is asking for donations 
of certain magazines from people of the 
community who do not care to keep 
them on file after reading. 

Washington — Two Memorial books 
have been placed in the library by the 
Fortnightly Club in tribute to Mrs. 
Mary E. Fisher and Edith Chileote. 

A number of entertainments of vari- 
ous kinds are being planned or have 
been given in the smaller places of the 
state for the benefit of the library. The 
libraries receiving or to receive such 
help are at Afton, Avoca, Battle Creek, 
Bedford, Belle Plaine, Britt, Dysart, 
Earlham, Early, Farnhamville, Lakota, 
Marion, Mediapolis (where twenty Sil- 
ver Teas are to be given simultaneous- 
ly), Newell, Riceville, Rolfe, Story City, 
and West Side. 

Book Reviews and Teas 

The two do not necessarily go to- 
gether for the Storm Lake Public Li- 
brary has for a number of years con- 
ducted a series of very successful Book 
Reviews in the library at a morning 
hour with no other refreshment offered 
but the intellectual one. 

Indianola last year and Grinnell this 
year are adding tea to their review: pro- 
grams with a request for a silver offering. 


from the editor, Harry Hanson, former- 
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Deaths 

The announcement of the death of 
R. R. Bowker will not mean much to 
many library people of the state, 
though as editor and publisher of the 
Library Journal and the Publisher’s 
Weekly his name may be known to some. 
We did not realize until after his death 
when accounts of his life began to ap- 
pear how great a man he was in the 
publishing and political world, and 
many other ways. We knew he was 
one of the founders.of the A. L. A. and 
was an esteemed advisor for many years 
by those in high authority. 

We wish to record his death, feeling 
the shadow of the useful and worth- 
while life of this eminent librarian 
may thus perhaps fall across our pages. 

Josephine B. Logsdon, librarian of 
the Colfax Public Library, died at the 
home of her mother in Colfax on Octo- 
ber 6th. Funeral services were held on 
the following Monday. Miss Logsdon 
was a graduate of the Iowa Summer 
Library School in 1913 and had served 
as librarian at Colfax for 28 years. 

Mrs. Oscar Law, a member of the 
Northwood library board, passed away 
during the fall months. She had been 
an interested member of the library 
board and the book committee for a 
number of years. A book on art in 
which Mrs. Law was much interested 
is to be placed in the library in her 
memory. 

Announcement was received by her 
family in Des Moines on December 20th 
of the death in Mukden, China, of Ida 
Brigham Storms. Mrs. Storms was the 
daughter of Johnson Brigham, State 
Librarian, and was herself a librarian, 
being a graduate of Western Reserve 
Library School, and having been a 
member of the staffs of Iowa State Col- 
lege Library at Ames and the Council 
Bluffs and Oskaloosa Publie Libraries. 
Since her marriage in 1923 to William 
Storms she has lived in China where her 
interest in library work continued. 
While living at Hankow she lectured 
on library subjects in China’s first li- 
brary school, a department of Boone 
University, of which Mary Elizabeth 
Wood was principal. During her resi- 
dence at Mukden she cataloged the lit- 
tle English library and was chairman 


of the Library Committee of the Wom. 
en’s Club, and in that capacity did the 
book selecting for the library. 

Blanche Zelenda, a general assistant 
in the Cedar Rapids Publie Library, 
died.on October 10th at her home ip 
Cedar Rapids. She had been ill singe 
early spring. 

Miss Zelenda began her work in 1924, 
but had assisted at one of the branches 
during her high school course. 

As general assistant her time was 
divided between various departments, 
but knowledge of the Bohemian lan- 
guage made her a valuable assistant at 
the 16th Avenue Station where that 
nationality predominated. She had been 
in charge of that sub-branch for two 
years past. 

In her passing the library lost a good 
worker, the patrons a helpful assistant, 
and the members of the staff a true 
friend. 





* Book and Periodical Exchange 


Through the generosity of the heirs 
of Lieutenant-Governor B. F. Gue, I 
am authorized to offer to the free publie 
libraries of the state, also to high school 
and consolidated school libraries of the 
state, that have not yet received same, 
sets of Gue’s ‘‘History of Iowa,’’ four 
volumes. 

The volumes will be sent, express col- 
lect, to librarians requesting same. Ad- 
dress: Iowa State Library, Des Moines, 
Iowa. 

(Signed) Jounson BriGHAM, 
State Librarian. 

The Cumulative Book Index 1928-82, 
having been received, the Library Com- 
mission will be glad to give the three 
annual volumes, 1929, °30, and ‘Bl 
bound, and ’32 unbound to any library 
which has the magazines and can use 
them and will ask for them. ; 

Probably there are other libraries 
which will be willing to make a similar 
donation. If so, please write the Seere- 
tary, Iowa Library Commission, State 
Historical Building, Des Moines, Iowa, 
and she will be glad to make connection 
between those who have and those who 
want as more requests will doubtless 
come to the commission than can be 
filled. 





